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On GOOD SENSE. 


KetES Bea N a former Paper on this Subje&t, Good 
wired OA Senfe was defin’d, @ ju/i Valuation of com- 
“LER mon Objeéis,"and a jound Way of reafoning 
ax . - . 
$9 on common Appearaic:.. The Word Com- 
mo: was there underitced of fuch Objects 
nd Appearances as belong to the human 
species in general. But though this Defini- 
tion is perhars the only one by which Good 
Senfe can be truly and univerfally diftinguifh’d, yet in the 
Commerce of the World, we find each Man laying down a 
Definition to himflf, applying his particular Purfuits, and 
thofe Objecis with which he simfelf is chiefly conver- 
fant, to the whole human Species, and denying the 
common Senfe of any one, who does not value and reafon 
i ff upon 
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upon Things through the fame Medium of Cuftom and Pre- 
judice with himfelf Adenalcas is a Country Gentleman of 
moderate Fortune, with a very confiderable Share of Know- 
ledge, chiefly of the Hiftorical or Moral Kind. His Under- 
ftanding has a very fober, mafculine Turn; fo that he values 
his Command of the learned Languages, only as the Means of 
being acquainted with the Sentiments and Views of the great 
Men of Antiquity; and as he is remarkably Mafter of thefe, 
and very agreeable in Converfation by the folid Ufe he makes of 
them, his Acquaintances are extremely defirous of his Com- 
pany, elpecially as he comes but feldom to Town. Will 
Bookwit had often heard his Learning commended, and at 
Jaft got into his Company with mighty Expectations. In 
their Converfation, a Paflage of Cicero happened to be refer- 
red to, on which W2/l immediately afked Menalcas, what he 
thought of Aduretus’s Emend.tion of that Place ? Menalcas 
paus’da little ; But, Sir, fays Will, perhaps you rather ap- 
prove the Conftrudion and Interpretation of Paulus Manutius ; 
and immediately ran out into a long Lift of Commentators, 
and Editions, and crabbed Names which I have quite forgot. 
Menaleas made Anfwer in few Words, that he was entirely 
unacquainted with thefe learned Gentlemen, and never con- 
fulted any of them, unlefs when he was at a Lofs to under- 
ftand his Author ; and there, fays he, 1 have very feldom 
found them of much Significancy. Immediately //7//’s Coun- 
tenance fell, he fat almoft without fpeaking the reft of the 
Time ; and at going down Stairs, whifpe:’d me, that he was 
never fo difappointed in his Life ; for that the Man I had 
commended fo much, had neither Learning nor common Senje. 
We ought to confider that the Mind’s Acquifition of it’s 
Ideas, is in a great meafure involuntary ; Men have not this 
fort of Furniture at their own Difcretion, and confequently 
are not to be cenfured for the Want of it. It is no Mark 
of a weak Underftanding, not to be fo well acquainted with 
Editions and various Readings as Will Bookwis is; unlefs 
that Wnderftanding had as little other Bufinefs, and were as 
entirely precluded from other kinds of Knowledge, as Will's 
is. JI will venture to fay, a Man may pofiefs as clear, and 
as ftrong an Underftanding as the beft Philofopher in £u- 
rope, without knowing more of the Laws of Nature than 
s neceflary to the Condu& of a Plough and Harrow. If 
juch a Man fhould think too flightly of Philofophical Studies, 
his Fortune and Circumftances, not his Gocd Senfe, are to 
blame. The Courfe of Things in this World never fuffered 
him to have an Idea of the Phytical Rela ion between Gra- 
vity 
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vity and Velocity ; nor confequently to fet the ju/ff Value upon 
the Study of Mechanicks, though without it the Wheels of 
his Team could not have been conftructed ; for how can we 
juftly value an Obje& of which we had never any Concep- 
tion or Idea? The Good Senfe of fuch a Man can only ap- 
pear in his Eftimate of thofe Things, with which he is ac- 
quainted, and in his Reafoning on fuch Appearances as ufually 
occur to him ; in confidering how long he had beft wait to 
fell his Corn, when the Market is rifing ; or in keeping his 
Boys at Work, rather than Iet them run with the Hounds 
and the young ’Squire. And if in thefe Particulars, he have 
the juft Valuation and the found Way of Reafoning, his Good 
Senfe is as unqucttionable as it could be, 





though all the Stars 
He knew by Name, and ail th’ ethereal Pow’rs, 
All Secrets of the Deep, all Nature’s Vorks. 


Men are placed by Fortune in different Scenes of Life ; ac- 
cording to the Difference of their Scene, their Minds are 
fupplied with a particular Stock of Ideas. With the Objects 
of thefe particular Ideas, they are beft acquainted; they are 
therefore moft likely to value them ju/tly ; and they are 
alfo moft likely to reafon upon what concerns them with So- 
lidity and Clearnefs. For it is a remarkable Infirmity of the 
human Mind, that though its general Way of reafoning be 
ever fo dexterous, yet when its Attention is required to 
Things out of the Way or odd (that is to fay, to Things 
with which it is not familiar) it proceeds but with flow and 
indiftine Steps; it is indeed unwilling to proceed, being con- 
fcious of its own Unfitnefs for the T'afk. Now the Mind 
has it not in its own Option to chufe what Objeéts it will 
to be familiar with ; that depegds upon the Scene of For- 
tune in which it is placed. It therefore implies no real In- 
firmity in the Mind, if in fome Things it have not the ju/ 
Valuation or the found Way of Reafoning ; {ince thefe are only 
to be expected where the Object is familiar ; and that Cir- 
cumftance is frequently beyond the Mind’s Power. For 
all external Things are beyond its Power. Good Senfe there- 
fore is not conftantly or univerfally concerned with external 
Things, but with internal; for thefe are within the Power 

of every Mind. 
By internal Things, I mean the Faculties and Affections of 
the Soul. We are here furrounded with Objeéts capable of 
ff 2 giving 
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iving us Pleafure and Pain: fome of thefe a& upon our 
odies, and others upon our Minds. The Difpofition of the 
Mind to receive Pleafure or Pain from certain proper Ob- 
jects, is called natural Affection. Upon the right Q&conomy 
and Enjoyment of natural Affection depends the {pecifick Hap- 
pinefs of a human Creature ; confequently the Objeéts of that 
Enjoyment are in the firft Place valuable. If the Underftand- 
ing make a wrong Eftimate here, it undoubtedly goes con- 
trary to Good Senfe, without Excufe or Palliation ; ; becaufe 
the Objeét to be valued was of the internal Kind, of that 
Kind which does not depend upon accidental Circumflances. 
Such a wrong Fftimate can at firft proceed only from want 
of natural Affection; from an Infenuwility of the Mind as 
to that Object ; for where the Mind is infcnfible of Pleafure, 
it can have no proper Value for the Object of fuch Pleafure. 
If there be a Creature, who in cool Blood accounts the Pof- 
feffion of meer Dominion or Riches more valuable than his 
Enjoyments as a Father or a Hufband, it is certain that he 
never felt the Pleafures of a Father or a Hufband; in other 
Words, that he is infenfible and deftitute of natural Affec- 
tion ; and it is no lefs certain, that fo far he is void of 
Common Senfe. Which leads me to a Conclufion, that I dare 
fay will be pleafing to every good-natured Reader. It is, 
that Geod Senfe neceffarily implies a good Heart: For what 
do we mean by a good Heart, but one czpable of being touch- 
ed with all the Tendernefs of natural AffeGtion? without 
which Capability (to ufe Shakefpear’s Word) there cannot be 
a jujt Valuation of the moft important Objects in the World, 
al confequently any thing that deferves the Name of Gaod 
pwn raps the Reader remembers, that in my former Paper I 
afferted that Good Senfe does not imply V irtue ; and may 
therefore wonder to hear me now affert, that it implies a good 
Heart ; but there is no Contradi@ion. Virtue confifts in Ac- 
tion and dircét Conduét ; a good Heart implies only fuch a 
Senfibility to good Affections, as may esabi: the Underftand- 
ing to form a right Idea concerning the Value of their re- 
fective Objects. ” Now the Underftanding may be furnifh’d 
with that Idea moft accurately true, and ‘yet the ions and 
Cenduct of the Man may grievoufly contradict it ; his Valua- 
tion of the Object may be ju/?, but his Conduct with os. 
to it may be entirely vicious: For it was an old Complaint 





video meliora prebeque, 


Deteriora feguir—— 


And 
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And we fee by daily Experience, that the Mind can form the 
mott exalted Conceptions of Virtue, public and priyate, 
and yet deceive itfelf into fuch a Courfe of ating, as if it 
had no Conception of Virtue at all. 

And thus it appears concerning the former part of our 
Definition, or concerning the juf? Valuation of Objedts, that 
Good Senfe does not neceffarily imply fuch a proper Eftimate of 
ExreRNAL Things ; that it is not to be reckon’d more or lefs 
perfe&, merely from the Scene of Life with which it is concern- 
ed; and laftly, that it neceffarily implies a Senfibility of the 
Heart to all the Pleafures of natural Affection. 

As to the other Part of our Definition, or that found Way 
of Reafoning upon Things, which belongs to Good Senfe, 
we find miferable Miftakes about it in the World: How 
many little and worthlefs Habits of the Underftanding do 
we daily fee put inftead of it, and allowed to pafs current 
with the Stamp of God Senfe ? Such is the Knack of trifling ang 
minute Diftin&tions, without any real or material Difference : 
Such is the Power of adapting one’s felf upon Occafion, in 
a plaufible Manner, to different Ways of {peaking and a@- 
ing ; the Cuftom of accounting for great and ftriking Ac- 
tions from vulgar and contemptible Motives; of aéting with 
great Referve and Precaution, in Matters of little or no 
Confequence ;. or of calculating certain Proceedings in the 
World of Bufinefs, fo as to make them fall in mo# advan- 
tageoufly with this or that particular emper, Situation, or In- 
tereft. All which Power we have feen pofleffed and exercifed 
without any thing like real Good Senfe, and yet each of 
them frequently dignified with the Name. As to the found Way 
af Reafoning, which really m:kes a Part of Good Senfe, it can 
hardly be defcribed but by particular Inftances, of which 
there is no End. Thus much may be faid in general, that 
here, as almoft every where elfe, the beft Things are ecafieft 
to be obtained, and the founde/? Inferences ufually the moft 
obvious. Too much Subtility and Refinement is as frequent an 
Enemy of Good Senfe, as either Negligence of Head, or Sim- 
plicity of Heart. eye | nothing is more common in 
Hiftory, than to meet with Inftances of great Generals that 


have been ruined by this Excefs. of Policy, wherever their 
Adverfaries have known how to provide for and feed it, as 
we fee particularly in the Story of Alexander’s Succeflors, 
and in the two great Republican Contefts of the ancient 
World, the Peloponnefian War, and the Quarrel between 
Rome and Carthage. 


On 
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On the Predominant Passton in WomMeEN. 


— — — Varium & mutabile femper 
Famina. — — — — Vir. Atn. IV. 
Famineo fpoliorum ardebat amore. Aen. XI. 


S I’m one of thofe ufelefs Infe&s call’d a Gentleman, 
and tho’ poflefs’d of an a€&tive Mind, have no Vocation 

to exercife it upon ; that I may in fome Meafure be affiftant 
to Society, and at the fame Time prevent myfelf from falliag 
into thofe Inconveniencics that People of my Difpofition are 
frequently led into by Indolence ; I employ my Talents, which 
are pretty much calculated fer Speculation, in obferving the 
various Motions of the Human Soul ;' and I’m feldom fatisfied 
gf J fee any extraordinary Effect proceed from it’s Workings, 
till I have trac’d the Reafon of it thro’ it’s numerous Labyrinths 
to the Source of Aion. In order to become as far Mafter 
of this Knowledge as is poffible, I not only read all the moral 
Philofophers both ancient and modern, but mix with all 
Ranks and Conditions of Men; and by Habit have gain’d 
fuch a convenient Flexibility, that in the fame Hour I can 
frown with the Morofe, and fmile with the Eafy-temper’d ; 
I can be gay with the Young, and ferious with the Old; 
and Cameleon like, can aflume any Colour but that of In- 
juftice, Falfehood, or active Immorality. I am become fo far 
an Adept in this Science already, that 1 am feldom at a Lofs to 
affign the Caufe of moft Events among my own Sex, but muft 
ingenuoufly confefs that I’m frequently confounded in my En- 
quiries concerning the Other. Whether this Difficulty arifes from 
the fuperior Art that Women have to conceal their Defigns, 
or whether they often do Things without any Defign at all, 
I can’t as yet determine ; but ’tis ce:tain the Inftability of 
that Sex has been fo unaccountable in all Ages, that the 
ancient Egyptians, the Inventors of Hieroglyphicks, emble- 
matiz’d their Difpofition by a Weather-cock ; intimating, I 
fuppofe, that they were not actuated by Reafon fo much as 
the cafual Turn of Elementary Caufes. However, this In- 
convenience is in fome Meafure alleviated, as one Paffion 
feems to be predominant in their Conftitution over the reft, 
and where that fixes, my Philofophy has a Guide and becomes 
of Ufe. The Reader will immediately guefs I mean the Love of 
Conqueft by their Beauty ; and whoever has made any Obferva- 
tions amiong the Ladies will agree with me, that the we 
© 





Literary and Hiftorical REGISTER. 407 
of their Perfons is the fureft Key except one, to their Bofoms ; 
and thofe who profefs to wear their Chains the moft, eafily 
become, inftead of Slaves, abfolute Mafters. There are many 
other Things, no doubt, that Female Ambition aims at, but 
this is the principal End of their Endeavours. ANACREON 
very juftly calls Beauty the Armour of the Fair ; and our 
Countryman Mitton, who by woeful Experience was tho- 
roughly vers’d in their Sentiments, makes the Serpent, e’er 
he tempts Eve to fin, prepare her Heart for it in the follow- 
ing Manner. 


© Faireft Refemblance of thy Maker fair ! 
Thee all Things living gaze on and adore, 
With Ravifhment beheld! there beft beheld 
Where univerfally admir’d : but here 
In this Inclofure wild, thefe Beafts among, 
(Beholders rude, and fhallow to difcern 
Half what in thee is fair) one Man except, 
Who fees thee? and what is one, who fhould’ft be feen 
A Goddefs among Gods, ador’d and ferv’d 
By Angels numberlefs thy daily Train. 
So gloz’d the Tempter, and his Proem tun’d : 
Into the Heart of Eve his Words made Way.” 
Par. Lost. B. IX. 


I never met 2 Woman in my Life fo old or deform’d, 
that had not a Relifh for this kind of Flattery ; and I appeal 
to the Hearts of my fair Readers, let their public Declarations 
be what they will, if they have not more Joy in being ad- 
mir’d for the Luftre of an Eye, than for the brillant Turn 
of a fenfible Thought. I have been very much furpriz’d for 
this Reafon, how the Madrigal-Writers can be fo dull to 
compliment CLor, STELLA, or SyLvia on the Excellence 
of their Underftanding, without taking a Word of Notice 
ef the Ivory Neck, Lips that exceed the Rofe, and Breafts the 
Lilly, &c. &c. nay frequently to decry thofe external Fea- 
tures, making ’em a Foil to the Beauty of the Mind. Well, 
what’s the Confequence of this? the Nymph receives the 
Sonnet, frowns on her Philofophical StREPHON, and tells him, 
fhe is forry the Acutenefs of his Wit has taken away the 
Ufe of his Eyes. —This unconquerable, almoft innate Defire 

of 
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of being admir’d, is fo univerfal, that frequently even Women 
very near as chafte and cold as the feign’d Followers of Dia- 
NA, have been imperceptibly led into the Snares of Love, 
by endeavouring to extend their Sway over thofe who have 
feemingly been above their Power; and the Jealoufy of 
another’s making the Conqueft, has effected what the warmeit 
Sollicitation had fued for in vain: fo ftrong is the Love of 
Idalian Empire ! 

i have almoit copied the following Story, concerning a 
remakable Inftance of this Kind, from the Ingenious Monfieur 
Bruyere, There liv’d at dvignon a beautiful young Lady 
nam’d CAsTALIA, who was lefs known for her Beauty tl.an 
the Severity of her Manners; and above all for the cold In- 
difference fhe fhew’d to Men, with whom fhe boafted to 
converfe without any Danger of Love, and without feeling 
any other Emotions from their Converfation, than thofe fhe 
daily had among her Female Acquaintance and her Brothers. 
She never would believe any Stories they related of the Force 
of Love in all Ages, for Friendfhip was the only Paflion fhe 
was acquainted with. A young and agreeable Companion, 
whom fhe had been brought up with from her Infancy, was 
the only Obje& of herThoughts ; and all herStudy was to make 
their reciprocal Amity lafting. She was always talking of Ca- 
LIsTA, for that was the Name of her faithful Friend ; whilft 
moft of her own Sex, and all the other were entirely dif- 
regarded. However fhe ftill continued to be the Admiration 
of the Men, and the more Offers fhe rejeéted, the more her 
Suitors encreas’d. An old Count in the Neighbourhood, of a 
rich and noble Family, perfifted the longeit in his Addreffes ; 
but at length tir’d with the fruitlefs Purfuit, and refiecting 
on his own Age and that of CasTALIA’s, Reafon prevail’d 
over his Paffion, and he declar’d he would trouble her no 
more on the Subject of Love, provided he might freely vifit 
her as he did before the Declaration of it. One Day when 
the Count came to make his ufual Vifit, he brought with 
him his Son HiLario, a young Man of an agreeable Perfon, 
an engaging Addrefs, and a lively Wit. CasTatia, after the 
firft introductory Salutations, beheld him with a particular 
Regard ; but as he was filent in the Prefence of his Father, 
fhe imagin’d he was deficient in Underftanding ; and fo that 
fhe was void of all Apprehenfion of falling a Victim to this 
new Lover, as fhe imagin’d he would be. As foon as the 
old Man was gone, Hitario gave her by his Difcourfe a 
more advantageous Idea of his Wit; but as he did not ad- 
mire her as others had done, and fpoke nothing of her Beau- 
ty, 
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ty, fhe began to be furpriz’d and angry that fo accomplifh’ d 
a Youth, who feem’d to have the fineft Tafte for all other 
Things, fhould be fo blind to her Perfe&tions. When 
the firft Interview was over, fhe immediately went to her 
Friend, and communicated this new Uneafinefs. CaLisTa 
was feiz’d -with a Defire of feeing this indifferent Stranger. 
Accordingly fome few Days after they all three met by Ap- 
pointment. H1Lario, after they had taken two or three 
Turns in the publick Walks, began to compliment, and fay 
a Hundred little amorous Things to CALISTA ; this w.s the 
firft Time Castrauria had not been idoliz’d above all 
her Sex ; her Rage and Pride grew fo great at this Lofs of 
Empire,. that for fear of being difcovered fhe pretended fuddent 
Iilnefs and left the Company. From hence fhe begin to 
look cool upon her Friend, but appointed a fecond Meeting 
in order to clear up her Doubts. The fecond Appointment 
fhew’d her what fhe fear’d to fee, and turn’d her too well- 
grounded Sufpicion into Certainty. Stung with Jealoufy fhe 
leaves CALIsTA, lofes the Tafte for her Converfation, and 
totally forgets the Merit that had formerly charm’d her; 
which Change was too convincing a Proof that Love had 
fupplanted Friendfhip in her Heart. In the mean time H1- 
LARIO and CALISTA were marricd, the News was fpread 
thro’ the whole City, and every one congratulated ’em, 
CasTA.tia hears of the Marriage, feels her Love and De- 
fpair rekindled, and feeks again the Acquaintance of CALIsTA, 
only for the Pleafure of feeing Hitario; but Matrimony 
had no Effect upon the ‘young Bridegroom, he ftill was the 
Lover tho’ a Hufband, ftill view’d the Miftrefs in the Wife, 
and never fhew’d any more Efteem for CasTALIA, than for 
the Friend of a Perfon who was moft dear to him. This 
unfortunate Maid became at length thro’ Excefs of Paffion, 
diftratted. She would miftake her own Brothers for Hita- 
R10, and fpeak to ’em in the Language of Love; then find 
out the Miftake, agd blufh at the Difappointment. She 
would rave whole Days and Nights without refting, and the 
er Intervals of Reafon only ferv’d to weep the Recovery 
of it. 

PHILARETES, 
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EME 


For regulating 


HuMAN CONDUCT: 


Or Direétions for attiining to the Knowledze 
of OursELves, and the WorRLp. 


T 


HE great Leffon in Life, is to know ourfelves and the 
World ; and any effectual Helps towards attaining this 


Knowledge, cannot but be acceptable to all Ranks of Man- 


kind. 


How far the fubfequent Scheme may be inftrumental 


to fuch a Defign, is left to the Experience of others ; I can 





A SCHEME for regulating HuMAN ConbuctT. 





Goop CHARACTERs. 


I. 
Frugality. This Virtue pre- 
vents us from running into 


any fuperfluous or unncceflary | 
Expence in our Food, Cloath- 


ing, Furniture, or Diverfions. 
Sir F. A. is an Example of it, 
which I have often wifh’d to 
imitate. His Table is furnifh- 


ed plentifully enough ; but he | 
can ftay till the proper Seafon 


for all Things; and whatfoe- 
ver is extravagantly dear, has 
there no Place. His Cloaths, 
his Equipage, his Furniture 
are elegant, but plain; and 
his Pleafures and Diverfions 
are fuch as a Man may far- 
take of, and enjoy, without 
regretting the Expence. 


Bap Onts. 


I. 
Extravagance. What can 
excufe the extravagant Profu- 
fion of my Lord —— in ex- 
tracting the Effence of Hams, 





Partridges, &c. merely to en- 
rich a Spoonful of Sauce ; 
rendering his Food pernicious 
and unwholfome, for the Sake 
of tickling a nice and vitiat- 
ed Palate ? Or his paying five 
Guineas for a Quart of unfea- 
fonable Peafe, or a Dozen of 
immature and taftelefs Cher- 
ries, at the fame time that his 
Butcher and Fifhmonger have 
each an unpaid Bill of five 
hundred Pounds upon him? 
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SC HE ME 


For regulating 


HuMAN CONDUCT, &e. 


only affert that it has been fo (in no fall Degree) to one. 
A Man mutt be willing to know himfelf, before he cax know 
himfelf ; and a Knowledge of the World is not to be ob- 
tained without diligent Obfervation, and much Experience. 
Towards attaining the firft of thefe Points, the Know- 
ledge of one’s felf, I would propofe that every Man fhould draw 
up fomething like the following Scheme ; and exemply it from 
himfelf, and his own Acquaintances ; by frequent Compari- 














fon with whom, he might perceive his Progrefs in, or Devi- 
ation from the Paths of Virtue. 





A ScuEME for regulating HuMan Conpvucr, 





My Own VIRTUES. 


Se 

Thank God, I cannot ac- 
cufe myfelf of fuch an infa- 
mous, fcandalous, noble Ap- 
petite: And I hope I fhall al- 
ways think it a Shame, that 
my Butcher, or Fifhmonger; 
fhould be reduc’d to the Ne- 
ceffity of fubfifting on Neck- 
Beef, or Sprats, whilft I am 
luxurioufly feeding at their 
Expence, and devouring that 
Subftance which they have 
earned with the Sweat of their 
Brows, and which is perhaps 
their chief Dependence for the 
Support of themfelves and their 
Families, 


G gg 





My Own Fautrs. 
I. 

But how many other Ex- 
travagances have I been guil- 
ty off How many Partics of 
foolifh and expentive Pleafure 
have I been drawn into? how 
conitantly have I . repented 
them the Inftant they were 
over, yet how frequently com- 
mitted them again and again? 
Had I but one half of the 
Money I have thus idly fpent, 
what infinite Service might it 
be of to myfelf or my lriends at 
this very Inftant ? G&conomy 
isthe Parent of Peace, Plen- 
ty, and Independency ; Pro- 
fufion as naturally begets Dif- 
content, Neceflity, and Ser- 
vility. 

2 Qe 
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A SCHEME jor regulating Human ConpbuctT. 








Goop CHARACTERs. 


2. 

Temperance. Who can for- 
bear to admir. the Condu& 
and Prudence of my Lord S. 
who with a delicate Conftitu- 
tion, and in the midft of Plen- 
ty to indulge and ruin it, 
has by mere Abftemioufnets 
pref-ved his Health to a good 


old Age? 


Sincerity. i one of thofe 
Virtues, which there is no 
Neceffity of exerting upon all 
Occafions. My Friend R— 
piques himfelf upon always 
fpeaking his Mind. ’Tis true, 
he muft be allowed to be fin- 
cere, but he is often rude. 


S— is equally fincere, but , 


fhows it only when his Advice 
or Opinion ts afk’d, or when 
it can do good. 


Calmnefs. 1 cannot fer- 
bear to admire the Conduct of 
Mr. L—, who, though ty’d 
to the moft filly, impertinent, 
and provoking Wife, never 
fuffers himfelf to be ruffled, 
or difconcerted by her Folly, 
but reproves her with Calm- 
nefs and Moderation, when he 
can do it decently ; and when 


he cannot, feems cither not , 


Bap ONEs. 


2. 
Intemperance. What a fad 
Sacrifice to this Vice was Fack 
! his Conftitution which 
was ftrong, his Fortune which 
was large, his Life which might 
have been valuable, were all 


deftroyed by it. 








3 
Hypocrify. Is one of thofe 
| Vices which it is fometimes 
| excufable to be guilty of. As it 
| is good Manners in fome Ca- 
'fes to diflemble our Know- 
| ledge of other People’s Faults, 
| fo it is perhaps good Policy 
' now and then to conceal our 
own: But to wear a conftant 
| Habit of Hypocrify and Diffi- 
mulation, like old Sir Thrifty 
Gripe, is odious and deteftable. 


4 

Impatience. Old Epicure 

' Morofe is jutt in the fame Si- 
tuation : His Wife is a weak 

' prating Woman, perpetually 
afking idle Queftions, or em- 

| barraffing Converfation with 
| fome fcolifh Speech or ridicu- 
; lous Opinion; this alone is 
| to his Friends difagreeable e- 
| nough, but he contrives to 
make it ten times more fo by 


to hear, or not to underftand ; his peevifh, fretful, and paffion- 
her. By this Means, he nei- | ate Behaviour to her on thefe 
ther expofes her nor himfelf. | Occafions ; frequently throw- | 





ing the whole Company into 
fuch a Situation, that they 
know not how to behave be- 
twixt them, 
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A SCHEME for regulating HUMAN ConpbDucT. 





My Own VIRTUES. 


2. 

I have not much to fay for 
myfelf here, but that I am 
obliged to my Conftitution, 
which will neither let me eat 
nor drink to Excefs. But it is 
fome Merit not to force Na- 
ture againft her Will. 


I iemmntel I difobliged 
and entirely loft the Friend- 
fhip of G—, by telling him 
with great Sincerity, that I 
thought his Conduct blamea- 
ble in regard to fome certain 
Points; but I afterwards heard 
he reflected ferioufly on what 
I had faid, and was a better 
Man for it ever after. [ la- 
ment not fo much for the Lofs 
of my Friend, as I rejoice in 
the Good I did him. 


4. 

I am afraid in general I am 
apt to fall into thiskault myfelf, 
but I labour againft it, and can 
recollect many Inftances in 
which I have fucceeded; par- 
ticularly when my Servant fpilt 
the Ink upon a fine Drawing, 
which was fent me as a Cu- 
riofity. 





. My Own Fautts. 


2. 

The Arrack Punch and 

Gellies, which gave me a 

Fever feven Years ago, may 

perhaps have contributed to 

make me a foberer Man all 
my Life. 


Scarce a Day paffes in which 
I do not find myfelf in fuch a 
Situation, as obliges me ei- 
ther to be guilty of Ill-man- 
ners or Infincerity. And I’m 
afraid I commonly chufe to 
commit the greater Crime, in 
order to avoid the lefs.—I was 
not fincere with Mr. H—-, 
and if he had not had Penetra- 
tion enough to fufpeét me, he 
would have fuffered by it. 





4: 

But I too often find myfelf 
unable to guard againft it ; 
the Confequence of which is, 
that I commit more grofs and 
Funpardonable Faults in my 
Paffion, than thofe Iam an- 
gry for ; and fay fuch abfurd 
and monftrous Things, as 
when the Heat is over, I am 
quite afhamed of. 
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A Scueme for regulating HumMaN ConpucT 





Goop CHARACTERs, 


Maodefty. = many Vir- 
tues, how many Accomplith- 
ments has my Lord L— ? 
Yet how modeft, how unaf- 
fuming is his Behaviour ! His 
Taft: is perfeét, his Know- 
ledge is extenfive; yet on 
any Subject, how much more 
ready is he to hear than to 
fpeak ? But whenever he de- 
livers his Opinion, from a 
certain Confcioufnefs of his 
own Good Senfe, a becoming 


Affurance accompanies his 
Words. 


6. 

Benevolence. OF all the 
Virtues this is the greateft, 
and beft becomes the greateft 
Perfons. How amiably con- 
fpicuous in this Light is the 
Duke of 44—? How many 
Inftances does one know 
of his Benevolence and Good 
Will to Mankind ? The Ear] 
of C is more from hence 
the Delight of Mankind, than 
from his great Parts and un- 
equal’d Wit. The higher the 
Character, the more Neceffity 
there is for this Virtue. An 
unbenevolent King would be 
a Monfter. 








Bap Owes, 


Vanity. ak Townley has 
neither Learning, Parts, nor 
Virtue ; but from the fole 
Merit of a fine Coat, anda 
large Eftate, fancies he is a 
confiderable Man. Himfelf 
and his own Affairs, are the 
general Subjects of his Conver- 
fation ; and in all Difputes his 
Decifions are pofitive On a 
Poem, or riéture, an elegant 
Houfe or Garden, he will pro- 
nounce with great Authority; 
but even the Trimming of his 
Waiftcoat will tell you, how 
very unfit he is to pafs Judg- 
ment, where Tafte or Pro- 
priety is at all concerned. 


Ill-Nature. ThisVice can 
only belong to the loweft and 
bafeft Minds. To be envious, 
malicious, and generally male- 
volent, can only flow from a 
Confcioufnefs of Villainy and 
Bafenefs within.SuchaW retch, 
as he finds he cannot love 
himfelf, endeavours to hate 
all Mankind. But to prevent 
his doing fo much Mifchief as 
he otherwife might, his Ma- 
lignity is generally ftampt up- 
on his Countenance, and all 
Mankind avoid him. This is 
very remarkable in B=, 
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A ScueMe™ for regulating Human ConpbuctT. 





My Own VIRTUES, 


5: 

The only Hope I have, that 
I am not vain, is, that I do not 
oftzn catch myfelf talking on 
my own Affairs; and I fome- 
times find that I can prefer 
another Perfon’s Judgment or 
Opinion to my own, and yield 
myfelf in the Wrong, 


6. 

I think I feel in myfelf 
many Tokens of Benevolence. 
I generally believe well of 
Mankind, and put the beft 
Interpretation I can even up- 
on their ill Adtions. I can 
rejoice at the Succefs of any 
ufeful Defign, though I am 
not Concerned in it, and grieve 
when any pernicious Scheme 
takes Place, though I am not 
affected by it. I hate none 
but fuch as are Enemies to 


the Liberties and Happinefs of 
Mankind, and I pleafe myfelf 


with thinking that this parti- 
c.lar Hatred proceeds froin 
general Love. 





My Own Fautts. 


5: 

Yet I am afraid I feel more 
Pleafure than I ought, when 
I hear my Houfe, my Gar- 
den, my Pictures approv’d of 
and commended. And per- 
haps it would mortify me more 
than it fhould, were I to heat 
my own Tafte and Judgment 


called in Queftion, and cétn- 
fur’d. 


I do not believe that I can 
feel a greater Pleafure than 1 
do at this Inftant, in refleét- 
ing that I have nothing to fet 
down againft myfelf under 
this Article. 


This Lift might be carty’d on through many other Vir- 
tues and Vices; and whoever fhall draw :p fuch a one for 
his own ufe, will do well to exemplify it with /uch as he 
finds moft to abound either in himfelf, or among his Acquaint- 


ance, 
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ance. And I dare anfwer for it, if it is done with Impar- 
tiality, he will find it of great Ufe, not only towards attain- 
ing a true Knowledge of himfelf, but alfo towards correcting 
and improving his own Conduct, 

























As to the Knowledge of the WWorld, 1 think there are very 
few Precautions laid down by Authors either ancient or mo- 
dern, to prevent the unthinking part of Mankind from being 
impofed on; I am therefore the more readily inclined to 
fubmit thefe curfory Hints to the Reflection of thofe, who 
feally need fome Inftruction in the myfterious Ways of the 
World. Have full Experience of a Man, and examine him 
well before ycu admit him into you: Councils: and confider 
Mankind, in order to attain a thorough Acquaintance with 
their Difpofitions, in thefe three Lights. 


I. By the Impreffion Nature has fiampt cn their Countenances, viz. 


Gravity, though the gezuine Character of a wife and 
virtuous Man, fometimes conceals Pride, [il- Nature, and 
Cunning, rather demanding Awe than Confidence; ex- 
emplify’d in Mr. 

SNEERING SMILING COUNTENANCE, which pafles for 
good Nature, and generally conceals Malice, Fraud, and 
a bad Heart, exemplify’d in Mr. ——— 

The Fierce Aspect, which pafles for Courage, gene- 
nerally denotes aBully—This 1s very remarkable in Mr.— 





II.By obferving their Behaviour to us. Never take theirWords 
againft their Actions ; by their Fruits you fhall know them. 
Remember, conflantly remember not to take the Colour of 

2 Man’s Adtions, but from their own vifible Tendency, and 

never from his publick Character alone ; for publick Eftima- 

tion is more often acquired by Deceit, Partiality, Prejudice, 
and fuch like, than by real Defert. 

(The Fratrerer. He praifes you for hisown Ends, and 
perhaps inwardly defpifes you ; but will dread you if 
he perceives you fee his Drift. 

The Prorrssor of Frienpsuip. WN. B. A vicious 
» Man is incapable of Friendfhip, and will certainly de- 
4 ceive you when his Intereft requires it. 
| An hw usm Man. Who ought to be treated very 

bluntly. 

i S. aupanse. Whofe diftemper’d Mind is the very 

\ 


Beware of 


Bane of Society, fpreading itfelf like a Contagion, and 
is one of the Produéts of Pride and Self-Conceit. 
Beware 
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Beware of A Sanctiry’p Hypocrite. Ex. Gr. Mr. — 
of 

Ill. By obferving Mens AGions towards others. As for In- 
ftance, if they behave well towards their Parents, Brothers, 
Wives, &c. ’tis very probable they are good Men. If i// to 
their neareft Relations, they are very improper for our Con- 
fidence or Friendfhip. Be always guarded againft fuch Men ; 
but above all, truft not to the Repentance of a once known 
Villain. 





Here follow fome Particular Rures, with Praéical 
INEERENCES from them 


RULE I. 

For your own Safety, it may be prudent to confidet 
every Man (but your try’d Friends) as a ‘fanus, and to 
treat the World in general, as (what taey are by Experience 
found to be) defigning and treacherous. — Don’t ea/ily 
truft any one, yet be always complaifant and benevolent, 
for that is your Duty.—Be wife as Serpents, but harmlefs as 
Doves.—Put little Queries to yourfelf, what Meaning may 
poffibly be couched under fuch, or fuch Behaviour, and what 
Intereft the Perfon might have in faying fuch, er fuch 


Things. 
INFERENCE I. 
Do you fo foon forget how you was deceived by Mr——? 
This Caution would have prevented his Impofition. 


RULE Ill. 

Never talk about another’s Character or your own Affairs, 
unlefs an abfolute Neeeffity requires it, and then with the 
utmoft Tendernefs of one, and Caution of the other ;—and 
whenever you are in a talking Humour, confider the Philo- 
fopher®s Check :—Lingue, quo vadis ? But above all remem- 
ber, that * Too much Familiarity breeds Contempt. 

INF. IL. 

Remember the Quarrel you was engaged in by inadver- 
tently {peaking of Mr. » and what a long Train of 
Vexation enfued before that Breach was thoroughly healed, 
*This is fully exemplify’d by your Conduét towards Mr. —, 
who always accofted you with an indecent Familiarity, be- 
caufe he was not kept at a proper Diftance firft of all. 

RULE IIL. 

Cultivate and affect Humility-—The tender Character is 
the moft charming one a Man tan have.—-Never be guilty of 
arude or haughty Exygeffion even to a Servant. 

~ Hhbh INF, 
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INF. II. 
How amiable does Mr — appear, who always obferves 
this Rule! 
RULE Iv. 


Avoid Oftentation and Shew, or at leaft ufe no more than is 
really neceflary to fupport your Dignity in Life upon an Equa- 
lity. —Simplex & unum. Don’t afte the Appearance only of 
Grandeur or Happinefs. 

INF. IV. ; 

How ridiculous is it to fee a Tradefman’s Apprentice in a 
laced Waiftcoat !—Where are his Servants, his Horfes, his 
Table, &c. fuitable to that mm of Grandeur ? 

RULE V. 

Nothing is more criminal than Extravagance.—Think well 
before you part with Money of the Difficulties in procuring 
it, and whether it might poffibly be faved without manifeit 
Difcredit or Breach of Charity. 

INF. V. 

Were not fuch and fuch Sums of Money {pent very idly ?>— 
Have not you often repented this ? don’t you even feel the 
Want of it now. Befides, you aflumed an Authority by an 
imprudent Oftentation in Drefs, Pleafures, &c. and diftrefs’d 
your Neighbour into equal Imprudences, which many Men 
will be ever glad to find an Opportunity of refenting, though 
they . cannot; avoid imitating you, confequently they have a 


Right to be angry. 
. ied RULE VI. 


Never fwear.—Mr, Boyle (that celebrated Philofopher) al- 
ways made a full and reverential Paufe, when he pronounced 
the Name of God.—Never talk obfcenely, or give the leaft 
Countenance to any Party Feuds, or ireligious Converfa- 


tion. 
INF. VI. , 

Think what was told to your Difadvantage on this Head 
by Mr —, and how greatly it prejudiced you in the Opinion 
ef feveral worthy Families. 

RULE VII. 

A foft Anfwer turneth away Wrath, and Refentment often 
begets Slight.—Lay no Wagers.—Hold no Difpute perverfely. 
—Make no Man your Enemy (if poffible to be avoided) how 

‘inconfiderable foever he may be, finge one Enemy may do 
you more Hurt, than three Friendstan do you Good. 
INF. VIL 

It is a certain Truth, that few People have it in their 
Power to do us any great Service, byt the pooreft —_ - 

ar 
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Earth is capable in fome Shape or another perhaps of doing 
us fome Injury. Befides, if you refent the Behaviour of an 
infolent Man, you only provoke him farther; he will ca- 
Jumniate you, and defpife your Anger; therefore the only 
Method of dealing with fach People, is to avoid them as 
much as poffible, and be very calm though fteady in what 


you fay to them. 
RULE VIIL. 

Accuftom yourfelf to a perfect Refignation in every thing. 
—Never murmur at Envy or Scandal, for you know it raged 
even againft your Friend the great Mr. . Reflect how 
nobly the Lofs of his Eyes was fupported by that fenfible and 
worthy Gentleman Mr.——. But above all, remember that 
divers of your Acquaintance even in the Bloom of Youth, 
are long owe departed ; and keep a Lift of them all to re- 
frefh your Memory. 





INF. VIIL 

Affiictions are like the Teft to Gold, they prove and difco- 
ver the Truth and Excellency of our Virtues.—It behoves us 
therefore to be always prepared to bear every Event patient- 
ly and manfully ; not only for our own Sakes (fince we can- 
not help ourfelves by repining) but as a laudable Example to 
others, and as our Duty to an indulgent God, who has fuf- 
fered us to be thus afflicted to anfwer fome valuable Purpofes, 
and who will reward us (if we deferve it) in his own good 
time. Let not the Thoughts of Death ftartle us.—Let us 
gradually wean our Affections from the World, and be 
thankful that we have fo long enjoyed it. 

RULE Ix. 

The beft Scheme of Life, and the beft Policy is, in fhort, 
to be diffident of all Men, yet to aét the good and honourable 
part by all ; for to be felf-abfolved is a Pleafure of that Kind 
which the united Force of the World cannot remove. 

INF. IX. 

Remember the golden Rule to do by every Man, 2s you 
wou’d be done by.— Let us follow Reafon, and let the pub- 
lick Approbation follow us the fame way, if it pleafes. — 
“* Popular Applaufe (fays Montaigne) is generally of no folid 
Ufe to us, it adds nothing to our Souls or Bodies, nor leflens 
any of our Miferies. 

RULE X. 


To conclude.—Have a Confidence in Providence, which 
moft affuredly interpofes in our Affairs; (I believe always for 
the beft) fo that whenever a Defign is formed, we mutt ftill 
confider this Interpofition as fomething to be either added, 

Hhh 2 or 
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or fubftracted, of which we know not the Value or 


Power. —— 
INF. X. 

This Confideration will check our Prefumption and Prive 
(the very Center of innumerable Vices,) and oblige us to 
reflect that the great God of Heaven and Earth leoks down 
en ail our Tranfactions, and is ever prefent to SupPorRT thofe 
who love and fear him, whatever Hardfhips they may endure ; 
how much foever to their Difadvantage, Mifreprefentations 
may prevail againft them. 





On SCRIBLING againf GENIUS. 


An HorRATIAN EPISTLE. 


Dear SIR, 
O fingle Rule’s more frequently enjoin’d, 
Than this, ** Obferve the Byafs of your Mind.” 
However juft by ev’ry one confefs'd, 
There’s not a Rule more frequently tranfgrefs'd. 
For Mortals, to their Int’reft blind, purfue 
The ‘Thing they like, not that they’re fit to do. 
This Verro’s Fault: by frequent Praifes fir’d, 
He feveral Parts had try’d, in each admir’d. 
That Verro was not ev’ry Way compleat, 
*T was long unknown, and might have been fo yet: 
But Mufick-mad, th’ unhappy Man purfu’d 
That only Thing Heav’n meant ke never fhou’d; 
And thus, his proper Road to Fame neglected, 
He’s ridicul’d for that he but affected. 
Wou’d Men but act from Nature’s fecret Call, 
Or only, where that fails, not aé at all ; 
If not their Skill, they’d fhew at leaft good Senfe,— 
They’d get no Fame—nor wou’d they give Offence. 
Not that where fome one Merit is deny’d, 


Men muft be ev’ry Way unqualify’d. 
Nor 
























Nor hold we, like that wrong-concluding Weight, 
A Man can’t fifh — becaufe he cou’d not write. 
View all the World around : each Man defign’d 
And furnifh’d for fome fav’rite Part you find. 
That, fometimes low ; yet this, fo fmall a Gift, 
Proves Nature did not turn him quite adrift. 

The phlegmatick, dull, awkward, thick, grofs-witted, 
Have yet fome clumfy Work for which they’re fitted. 
Twas never known, in Men a perfect Void, 
Ev’n I and J—/d might be well employ’d ; 
Wou’d we our Poverty of Parts furvey 

And follow, as our Genius led the Way. 

What then? obedient to that Turn of Mind 
Shou’d Men jog on to one dull Path confin’d ; 
From that fmall Circle never dare depart, 

To ftrike at large, and fnatch a Grace from Art? 
At leaft with Care forbidden Paths purfue, 

Who quits the Road, fhou’d keep it ftill in view. 
From Genius fome few Scapes may be allow’d, 
But ever keep within its Neighbourhood. 

But C r, faithlefs to his Byafs fee, 
With Giant-fin oppofing Heav’n’s Decree. 

Still fond where he fhou’d not, he blunders on 
With all that Hafte Fools make to be undone, 
Want of Succefs his Paffion but augments, 

Like Eunuchs Rage of Love, from Impotence. 

*Mongft all the Inftances of Genius croft, 
The Rhyming Tribe are wha offend the moft. 
Each piddling Wretch who hath but common Senfe, 
Or thinks he hath, to Verfe fhall make Pretence, 
Why not? ’tis their Diverfion, and ’twere hard 
If Men of their Eftates fhou’d be debarr’d, 

Thus Wealth with them gives every thing befide ; 
As People worth fo much are qualify’d ; 
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They’ve 
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They’ve all the Requifites for writing fit, 
All but that one —fome little Share of Wit. 
Give way, ye Friends, nor with fond Pray’ts proceed 
To ftop the Progrefs of a Pen full fpeed. 
*Tis Heav’n, incens’d by fome prodigious Crime, 
Thus for Men’s Sins determines them to Rhyme. 
Bad Men, no doubt! perhaps ’tis Vengeance due 
For Shrines they’ve plunder’d, or fome Wretch they flew. 
Whate’er it be, fure grievous is th’ Offence, 
And grievous is (Heav’n knows!) its Recompence, 
At once in want of Rhyme and want of Reft, 
Plagues to themfelves, and to Mankind a Jeft ; 
Seduc’d by th’ empty Form of falfe Delight— 
Such in fome Men their deadly Luft to write ! 
Ev’n I, whofe Genius feems as much forgot, 
Mine when I write, as yours when you do not; 
Who gravely this Abufe in Men condemn, 
My felf allowing, what I blame in them ; 
With no Pretence to Phabus’s Aid divine, 
Nor the leaft Int’reft in the tuneful Nine, 
With all the Guilt of Impotence in view, 
Griev’d for paft Sins, but yet committing new ; 
Whiate’er the Wits may fay, or Wife may think, 
P’m fooling ev’ry Day with Pen and Ink. 
When all who’d have me well, begin t’ advife, 
‘ That being witty, is not being wife ; 
* That if the Voice of Int’reft might be heard, 
* For one who wears a Gown,— wou’d be prefer’d—~ 
Incorrig... deaf, I feign a Yawn, 
And mock their juft Conclufions, e’er they’re drawn, 
If to my Practice, they oppdés’d my Theme, 
Said bluntly, I but fwim againft the Stream : 
With all the Rancour of a Bard in Rage, 
I'd quote ’em half the Writers of the Age ; 
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Who in a Wrath of Verfe, with all their Might 
Write on, howe’er unqualify’d to write. 
MuTtuvat Benevotence. A Tale. 


WEET Offspring of the Royal Race, 
Adorn’d with every, winning Grace ; 

With ev’ry dawning Virtue crown’d ; 
For Beauty, Senfe, and Wit renown’d. 
If You amid the fplendid Throng, 
Can deign to hear my artlefs Song : 
My artlefs Song fhall quickly prove 
That Nature’s Law is mutual Love : 
That thofe in Gratitude who fail, 
Are worfe than Beafts, as proves my Tale. 

Androcles. from his Mafter fled, 
Tir’d with the fervile Life he led; 
And wand’ring o’er the Libyan Soil, 
Oppreft with Hunger, Heat, and Toil; 
Efpy’d a Cave by Nature made, 
In which he fought the cooling Shade ; 
But here not long he penfive fate, 
Lamenting his unhappy Fate ; 
Before he rais’d his Eyes, and faw 
A Lion ftretch his woufided Paw ; 
Whofe piercing Groans difplay’d his Grief, 
And afk’d, or feem’d to afk, Relief. 
Strait mov’d with Pity and Surprize, 
To give Relief Androcles tries. 
His Foot explor’d, a Thorn he found, 
Then gently drew it from the Wound, 
His trembling Fingers next effay 
To wipe the clotted Blood away ; 


Humbly Infcrib’d to her Royal Highnefs the Lady AucusTa. 
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This done, the raging Torture ceaft, 
And Eafe revives the joyful Beait. 
Kind Nature heals the Wound again, 
Again the Lion hunts the Plain ; 
And grateful to his Surgeon, bears 
The Plunder of his Sylvan Wars. 
Whate’er he catches in the Wood, 
He kindly brings his Friend for Food. 
Perhaps a Buck for Dinner came, 

A Kid for Supper, or a Lamb. 

And mare furprizing to relate, 

The Man and Beaft together ate. Y 

But who this favage Life could bear ? 
*Tis true he liv’d, but liv’d in Fear. 

He fancy’d there might come a Day, 
When Lions could not find their Prey ; 
And then the dire voracious Beaft 
Would on his mangled Carcafs feaft ; 
Which made him feek his native Home, 
And once again revifit Rome. 

The Dangers of the dreary Watfte, 
The Tracts of burning Sands he paft, 
The Mufe had better leave unfung, 

For thefe would make my Tale too long. 

Behold him then at Rome once more, 
In greater Perils than before : 
Condemn’d by favage Beafts to die, 
And meet the Fate he ftrove to fly. 

And now he trembling walks the Stage, 
To glut the hung’ry Lion’s Rage ; 
The hungry Lion rufhing came, 
(By Chance or Deftiny) the fame 
Androcles found on Libya’s Plain, 
And kindly eas'd his racking Pain. 
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‘Tremendous rear’d the grimly Beaft, 

His Anger inftant Death confeft : 

But when his glaring Optics knew 

His Hoft, his Friend, Phyfician too ; 
Difarm’d of Rage, he fawning ftrove 

To fhew his Gratitude and Love. 

He lick’d his Hand, his Neck embrac’d, 
And. murmur’d Thanks for Favours paft. 
Can favage Beafts be grateful then ? 

Read this and blufh, ungrateful Men, 


A SONG. Imitated from the Midfummer-Night’s 
y Dream of SHakesPEARE. AG II. Scene V. 


O here, beneath this hallow’d Shade, 
Within a Cowflip’s Bloflom deep, 
The lovely Queen of Elves is laid, 
May nought difturb her balmy Sleep ! 


Let not. the Snake or baleful Toad © 
Approach the filent Manfion near, 

Or Newt profane the fweet Abode, 
Or Owl repeat her Orgies here ! 


No Snail or Worm fhall hither come 
“With noxious Filth her Bow’r to fain; 
Hence be the Beetle’s fullen Hum, 
And Spider’s difembowel’d Train. 





The love-lorn Nightingale alone 
Shall thro’ Titenia’s Arbor ftray, 
To {ooh her Sleep with melting Moan, 
Aad lull her with his {weeteft Lay, 


Tii 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


Critical Obfervations on SHAKESPEARE. By Joun 
Urron, Prebendary of Rochetter. Offavo. 346 


Pages. 


HE learned Author of thefe Obfervations has divided 

his Work into three Books. In the Firft, he. treats of 
SHAKESPEAR’s Dramatic Character in general, according to 
the Philofophical and Critical Standards of Antiquity: in the 
Second, he gives Emendations of corrupted Paflages in the 
Text of his Poct; and in the Lait, he lays down feveral 
gencral Rules peculiar to the Grammatical Part of SHAKE- 
SPEARE’s Diction. As the Nature of the Work makes it 
confift principally of detach’d Reflexions, at lcaft in the two 
latter Parts, we can only pretend to feleét a few of thofe 
which feem moft remarkable. 

Our Author begins with recommending Modefty and Tem- 
perance in this Sort of Criticifm, and with expoling the un- 
warrantable Boldnefs of latter Critics, particularly of Dr. 
Bently, than whom, he fays, no one did better when he met 
with a corrupt Place; but the Mifchief was, he would be 
meddling with found Places. From Critics, our Author 
proceeds to the modern bad ‘l'afte of Readers and Spe€tators, 
and fpeaks with great Indignation of our fervile Attachment 
to Frenck Manners, and our affected Difguft at the Rough- 
nefs, as we call: it, or the mafculine Dignity, as we fhould 
call it, of SHAKESPEARE and Mitron. This contemptible 
Delicacy was brought in. by the Reftoration ; and has almoft 
totally disfigur’d and fpoil’d our Theatre, by -that whining 
common-place’ Language of Love and. Gallantry, unknown 
to SHAKESAEARE‘or the Ancients. And along witle this Cor- 
ruption of ‘Tafte,- our Political and Moral Character has, fuf- 
fer’d in Proportion.—But omitting our Author's Reflections 
on thefe Subjeés, we fhall attend him more clofely in his 
actual Survey of SHAKESPEARE’s Dramatic Character. He 
begins with the Fable of his Pieces, .** in which, fays he, is 
* there not an Imitation of ove Aétion, ferious, entire, and 
*< of a juft Length, arid which, without-the Help of Narra- 
*€ tion, raifcs Pity -and-Tesror cinsthe Beholdeg’s Breaft, and 
§ refines the perturbed Paflions ?”’ ‘This, it muft be confefs’d, 

the true Idea of Tragedy, ** tho’ there are many who, 

@ beving rever read one Word of Ariffetle, gravely cite his 
_“ “s Rules, 
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‘© Rules, and talk of the Unities of Time and Place, at the . 


** very mentioning SHAKESPEAR:E’s Name; tho’ they don’t 
“¢ feem ever to have given themfelves the Trouble of con- 
‘© fidering, whether his Story docs not hang together, and 
*¢ the Incidents follow each other naturally ; in thort, whe- 
‘ ther he has not a Beginning and an End.” That this is true 
of SHAKESPEARE, appears from a particular Survey of three 
of his capital. Plays, Macbeth, Hamlet, and Othello, in which 
our Au hor has illuftrated his Singlenefs of Defign, in raifing 
a compleat Fable on one moral View, and his great Art and 
Dexterity in conduCting it. ‘* But however, it muft be con- 


. 


** fefs’d, that if any of SHAKESPEARE’s Plays be plainly - 


*© prov’d to have Variety of I’ables and Actions, independent 
** cach of the other, with no neceflary or probable Connec- 
*€ tion, then muft thefe Plays be faulty.” ‘Iho’ even in this 
Particular, our Poet has fuffer’d by his Editors, as when they 
give us.a Play of his with the Title of The Life and Death 
of King Joun, which fhould be The Troubles and Death of 
King JoHN; and as when they talk of the firft and fecond 
Parts of Henry 1V, whereas the Plays that bear his Name 


are, each of them, a diflinét and entire Drama; ** and to call - 


*€ them firft and fecond Parts, is as injurious to the Authar- 


“ Character of SHAKESPEARE, as it would be toSOPHOCLES, 


“ to calls his two Plays on Okdipus, firji and fecond Parts 
“* of King CEpipus: whereas the one is OEdipus King of 
°° Thebes, and.the other. O£dipus at Athens.” As to the Unities 
of Time and Place, SHAKESPEARE feems to have thought 
himfelf not at all oblig’d to obferve them’; and eur Author is not 
very angry at him for thinking fo ; ‘* for the Story (which is 
*¢ the Part, and, as it were, the very Soul of Tragedy) being 
“© made a whole, with natural Dependence and Conitection ; 
“¢ the Speétator feldoms confiders the Length of Time necef- 
“© fary to produce all thefe Incidents ;—.and for. my own Part, 
‘¢ (fays he) 1 fee no great Harm likely to accrue to the Under~ 
“* {tanding, in thus accompanying the Poet in his magical Ope- 
‘s rations, and in helping on an innocent Deccit ; while he not 
“¢ only raifes or fooths the Paffions, but tranfports me- from 
“¢ Place to Place, juft as it pleafes him, and carries on the Thread 
“© of his Story.”” The Manners are next in Dramatic Poetry ; 
ahd with refpe&t to thefe, our Author requires four Things, 
1. That they be good, and that in a moral dente, as far forth 
as the Character will allow; at leaft, that they partake of 
that mix’d Chara&ter of Virtue and Vice. which belongs to 
almoft all Men; and that the Poet never make his Perfons 
aét wickedly, without fthewing fome Temptations which led 
lii 2. thene 


° 
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them aftray ; in which Light, our Author condemns the 
Characters of Richard III, and Shylock, as not being Pictures 
of Human Creatures. 2. ‘1 hat the Manners be /uitable, or 
that when the Poct has form’d his Charaéter, as to the Cir- 
cumftances of Age, Sex, and Condition, the Perfons a& u 
to it. 3. That they agree with Hiftory and common Belief. 
And 4. That they be uniform and confiftent. In thefe three 
laft Particulars, our Author greatly extols his Poet.; fave that 
in the third Rule he has defignedly been faulty, in making 
Banquo a good Charaéter ; for that Banguo was as deep in: 
the King’s Murder, as Macbeth himfelf: but then he was the 
Founder of the Stewart Family, and our Poet would not’ 
affront a 1, by making his Ancettor fo great a Villain, 
In this Place, we have the famous Queftion confider’d, How 
far it is neceffary to be a good MAN, in order to be a goed 
Port? Our Author is pleas’d to confirm the Obfervation 
by Fohbnfon’s Teftimony of SHAKESPEARE, that he was 
indeed Honest, and of an open and free Nature. As to 
Sentiments, and their Suitablenefs to the Manners, no one 
will fufpeé&t that our Author could _—_ his Poet too much : 
We fhall feleSt one remarkable Inftance which he mentions, 
Mark Antony, as Plutarch informs us, affected the Afiatic Man~ 
ner of fpeaking, which much refembled his own Temper, 
being ambitious, unequal, and very rodomontade. This 
Style our Poet has very artfully and learnedly interfpers’d in 
Antony’s Speeches. He thus addrefles Cleopatra : 


*¢ Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide Arch 
‘© Of the rais’d Empire fall, here is my Space, 
*¢ Kingdoms are Clay, &c.”’ 

And again, 
s¢ The Shirt of Nefus is upon me; teach me, 
s¢ Alcides, thou mine Anceftor, to rage, &c. 


Our Author approves SHAKESPEARE’s Mixture of Comic 
Humour with the Serioufnefs and Paffion of Tragedy, and 
defends him by the Examples of Homer and Mitton; and 
for his Maftery in both Kinds, for that Conjun@tion of re- 
fin’d Ridicule and Humour with what is moft grave in Morals 
and Philofophy; is of Opinion that there is not a Charaéter 
known to equal him, that of SocRaTEs perhaps only excepted. 

The fecond Book confifts almoft wholly of Emendations. 
of SHAKESPEARE, and other Authors ; and therefore admits. 
not 














Literery- and. Hiftorical ReGisTER. 429) 
not- of any Abridgment. We: flall however felect' ome: or: 
two of thefe Emendations, which may ferve as a Specimen: 
of’ our Author’s Manner. He gives us his Corretions: under 
certain general Heads. or Claffes, and alledges the: Miftakes« 
of the Editors. and-Tranferibers from whence they fprungs 
One of the Caufes of Error is too much Refinement in the: 
Editor ;-as in, the Comedy. of Errors, Dromed:is giving ‘a-De- 
{cription of an ed Woman, and fays he found the: Emblems‘ 
of different Countries in. different Parts: of: her Body, as 
that. he found, Frante in- her Forebead, arm’d: and: reverfed, 
making War againft ber Hair ; where the Editors iwith'a talfe~ 
Refinement have fubftitueed Heir, and: interpreted of: the” 
War of the League againft: Henry. 1V ; whereasit is only: 2° 
ludicrous Mention of the Difeafe: which takes: it. Name from’ 
the French Nation; and which in a. certain Stage of ity af- 
fe&ts the Forehead and hairy Scalp: Another Caufe: of’ 
Errors, is the Printer’s not underftanding the:Poet’s Expref- 
fien ; asin Meafure for Meafure, 


ss This fenfible warm Motion to become 
«¢ A kneaded Clod, and the delighted Spirit 
*¢ To bathe in fiery Floods, &c. 


«Where the unheeding: Printer did’ not fee the Improprietys- 
s* of a Spirit delighted in fiery: Floods, fo gave a‘ Wordshe: 
‘© was acquainted with, and omitted a moft: proper. one 
*¢ which he lefs underftood, delinguent.’’ Another.Caufeshat 
been a compendious Manner of writing, asin Othelle,, 


“c Of one whofe Hand 
‘© Like the bafe Indian, threw a-Pearl away 
s¢ Richer than all his Tribe.” 





Where Mr Pope reads Indian; but the true Reading is 
certainly Like th’ bafe Ecyptian, which was. probably: 
written compendioufly, as rie and fo miftaken by the 
Printer or Player. The Paffage’ alludes to a Story in Heli- 
edorus, which our Author in another Place. refers to,, and 
which is: moft’ exactly parallel to’ Othello’s~ Situation. here. 
Thefe’ may ferve’as a Specimen of our Author’s Manner 
of correcting; and* along with' SHAKESPEARE he has, with 
great Learning and ‘Judgment, done’ the fame good’ Office 
for a/great many other Authors; for HomER,. ARISTOPHA- 
wes, Euripspss, Menanper, Piaro, XENoPHoN, 


JUVENAL, 
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Juvenat, Spenser, Mitton, the New TesvAMENT, 
&e. Ge. 

The third Book confifts of the Grammatical Rules which 
our Author has deduc’d, as obferv’d by SHAKESPEARE, and 
peculiar to his Diction. Thefe we fhall juft tranicribe, with- 
out entering into their Application. ‘* I. SHAKESPEARE 
*< alters proper Names according to E£xglife Pronunciation. 
<¢ TI. He makes Latin Words Englifh, and ufes them accord- 
¢¢ ing to their original Idiom and Latitude. III. He fome- 
‘¢ times omits the primary and proper Senfe, and ufes Words 
“¢ in their fecondary and improper Signification. IV. He 
*¢ ufes one Part of Speech for another. V. He ufes the active 
‘¢ Participle paffively. VI. He ufes the Thing done, for the 
<¢ Intention and Defire to do it. VII. He often adds to 
“¢ Adjectives, in their Comparative and Superlative Degrees, 
*< the Signs marking the Degrees. VIII. He frequently o- 
«¢ mits the auxiliary Verb, am, is, are, &c. and likewife feve- 
<< ra] Particles to, that, a, as, Se. IX. He ufes dut, for 
“© Otherwife than: Or, for before: Once, for Once for all, 
<¢ peremptorily : From, for on account of : Not, for not only. 
X. He ufes the Abftraét for the Concrete. XI. To compleat 
<¢ his Conftruction, there is, in the latter Part of the Sen- 
“¢ tence, fometimes to be fupplied fome Word, or Phrafe from 
“© the former Part, either exprefs’d or tacitly fignified. XII. 
“¢ He ufes the Nominative Cafe abfolute, or rather elliptical. 
se XIII.. He makes a fudden Tranfition from the Plural Num- 
‘© ber to the Singular. XIV. He fhortens Words by ftriking 
“¢ off the firft or laft Syllable: and fometimes lengthening 
“< them by adding a Latin Termination.” =~ 


« 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Hiftory, Political Conftitution, and Interefts of 
POLAN D continued. 


Mira! Wiefnowifki having thus had the Crown forced upon 
him bY the plainer and honefter part of the Affembly, 

was crowned on the feventeenth of September 1670: He had 
been, while a Youth, one of the Lords of the Bed-Chamber 
to the Emperor Leopold, who notwitftanding confented very 
readily to his Marriage with the Princels £éeonora of Auftrie 
: is 
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his Sifter, which at firft raifed fome Jealoufies and Difcon- 
tent amongft the Nobility, who were afraid he made this 
Match with a View to enlarge his Power at the Ex- 
pence of the public Liberty; but the Eafinefs of his 
‘Temper, and his Readinefs to confent to what ever they 
afked, very foon convinced them, that their Fears were 
groundlefs ; and that they had nothing to dread from this 
Monarch on the Side of his Ambition. But in the Year 
1672, the Turks under the Pretence of having taken the 
Cojjacks under their Protection, invaded Poland, and ve 
foon made themfelves Mafters of Kaminieck, the Capital of Po- 
dolia, a Place till then efteemed impregnable; and fo much 
fuperior their Forces appeared to any that he could raife 
againft them, that the King refolved to make the beft Peace 
he could, which however proved a very indifferent one ; 
for by it he covenanted to pay the Turks a great Sum of 
Money for fparing that City and its Inhabitants, and ftipu- 
lated befides, that he would yield the Turés a conftant Tri- 
bute of 22,000 Gold Ducats per Annum. As advantagious as 
this muft appear, the Tzrfs neverthelefs were not long before 
they renewed their Hoftilities, which obliged the Crown- 
General Sobie/ki to venture a Battle under great Difadvan- 
tages, in which however he gained a compleat as well as un- 
expected Victory. But the King did not live to receive 
the Pleafure of this News, dying fuddenly on the fixteenth 
of November 1673, not without ftrong Sufpicions of Poifon. 
He was thirty-two Years of Age, a Man of much Mild- 
nefs, Moderation, and Piety ; but one who was far enough 
from having the great Qualities requifite to fill the Throne 
with Dignity. 

The next Diet of Eleétion was attended as ufual with 
great Confufion ; the Candidates were the Czar of Mujfcovy’s 
youngeft Son, the Prince of Tranfilvania, the Elector of 
Brandenburgh’s eldeft Son; the Duke of Lorrain and the 
Prince of Conde were alfo named, with fome others. At laft 
there were three Factions formed ; the firft of the Lithua- 
nians, who were for the Duke of Lorrain; the fecond the 
Polifh Nobility, who were moft of them for the Duke of 
Neuburgh’s Son; and the Army, who pretended to be for the 
French Prince, who tho’ not named, was underftood (as I have 
faid) to be the Prince of Condé. By Degrees all the Factions 
were reduced to two, one for the Duke of Lorrain, 
and the other for the French Prince. In the End howe- 
ver, this Election, like the former, was decided fuddenly, by 
aSpeech, The Palatine of Ru/ia rofe up and faid, ** Ley ha 

; ithus 
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*¢ Lithuanians had difhonoured their Country, by protefting 
“6S fo violently as they had done.againft a Piaf or Native 
¢ of Poland ; that it was dangerous at this Juncture to choofe 
“¢ a°German Prince ; and that for his Part he would fpeak 
6¢-his Sentiments plainly. That they were on the Point of 
*< finking ,into the loweft State of Contempt,.if they had 
<< not been delivered by the: late-Viétory over the Turks, 
*¢ and that as it was won’ by the Crown-General Sobie/ki, fo 
**' he only deferved to be ‘King, by whofe Courage and Con- 
** duét they were ‘ftill a People.” This did the Bufinefs ef- 
‘fcftually ; for though the Lithuanians protefted againft it that 
‘Day,, yet they recanted the next, and fo the ‘Election be- 
came unanimous. 

Fohn Sobiefki being thus raifed to the Crown, was defirous 
sof carrying on the War againft the Turks, in which he 
was very indifferently feconded’ by the “Nobility, who tho’ 
they before promifed an Army of “60,000°Men, yet made .a 
“Difficulty of furnifhing him with 40,000 after he was eleé- 
‘ed. The ‘King, notwithftanding this, carried on the War, 
and in the Year 1675 he obtained the greateft Victory 
the ; Poles ever had to boaft of; for in the Neighbourhood of 
the City of Leopol, with 5000 Men in an open Plain he de- 
*feated 60,000 Turks and Tartars, who fied in one Night 
as many Leagues as they had marched in three Days ; and 
afterwards with an Army of 15000°Men he drove above an 
100,000 Turks .and Tartars out of ‘Podelia. When he had 
thus fecured the Peace ofthe Kingdom, he returned to Cra- 
-ow,-where on the fecond of February, 1676, he was crown’d 
with great Magnificence. He made a very honourable Peace 
with.the Turks not long after, which lafted till the Year 
1683.: In that Year they invaded Germany and befieged Vienna, 
‘to the Relief of which the’King of Poland, marched with 
*20,000° Men ; .and having joined the EleStoss of Bavaria 
sand Saxony and the Duke of Lorrain, who had about the 
“fame Number, he on the 12th of September attacked the — 

Grand Vizir, who had an “Army of near 200,000, entirely 
defeated them, forcing them to raife the Siege, and fly with 
‘the utmoft Precipitation. The “King. made his «Entry -into 
~Vienna through ‘the *Breach with the: great Standard of the 
“Turk,,taken by his Troops, carried before him. ‘He after- 
wards continued the War for fome time longer, ‘though he 
‘thought himfclf but indifferently treated by the- Emperor. 
“On , his return into Poland, he met with much Uneafinefs 
garid: Difcontent ; the Nobility apprehending that he intended 
sto, miake the Crown’ Hereditary in his Family,~ and-that -it 
was 
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was with this View he hoarded up fo much Money ; for it 
was computed that in the Space of twenty Years, he faved 
near two Millions Sterling. His Cares and Fatizues brought 
on a Complication of Diitempers, which carried him off the 
feventeenth of June 1696, in the fixty-fixth Year of his Age 
and twenty-fecond of his Reign. At the Time of his De- 
ceafe, he was the Oldeit, the Richeft, and for perfonal Cou- 
rage the moft renowned Monarch in Europe. 

After the King’s Death, Cardinal Radzioufki, mye | 
of Gnefna, and Primate of the Kingdom, took the Adminif- 
tration of the Government, as is ufual, upon him, and notified 
the King’s Death to Foreign Princes, and to all the Govern- 
ors of the Provinces, and advifed with the Senators that were 
then at Warfaw, of the proper Method and the Time to 
chufe a new King. They fixed upon the twenty-ninth of 
Auguft 1696, for the Convocation of the grand Dict ; but 
there appearing feveral Competitors, which made powerful 
Factions, it was thought neceflary to take more Time to 
appeafe the Diflentions of the Nobility ; wherefore the Over- 
ture of the Diet was deferred to the fifteenth of AZay 1697. 
They chofe the Sieur Belinfki for their Speaker, whom they 
call Marfoal. ‘The chief Competitors were Prince James 
of Poland, and his Brother Prince Alexander, the Prince of 
Conti, Don Livia Odefchalchi, and Prince Lewis of Baden ; 
but at laft the Elector of Saxony unexpeétedly came to the 
Frontiers of Poland with 8000 Men, and declared himfelf a 
Candidate, having a T'welvemonth before privately abjured 
his Religion to qualify himfelf for this Crown, which pro- 
cured him the Intereft of the Pope and Clergy, fo that at 
length no confiderable Party appeared but for him, the 
Prince of Conti, and Prince ‘ames. The Cardinal Primate, 
with a great Number of the Palatins, fupported the Intereft 
of the Brince of Conti, the French having for feveral Years 
before given a great Charaéter of his Merit and Valour, 
which made the King of France believe that he would un- 
doubtedly carry that Crown, as it is probable he would have 
done, had he been in Perfon as near the Place of Eleétion, 
as the Elector of Saxony was ; for on the 26th of Fune, being 
the Day of Eleétion, the Diet drew out into the Field, and 
he had that Day more Votes than either the Elector of Sax- 
ony or Prince ‘fames, which the Primate obferving, went with 
hs Party and immediately proclaimed him King. But the 
two other Parties knowing that this could not be legally 
done, without the univerfal Confent of the Diet, proteft- 
ed againft it ; and Prince fames perceiving his Party to be 
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the Weakeft, and having always been in the Intereft of tke 
Houfe of Aufria, as being married to the Emprefs and Queen 
of Spain’s Siiter, refigned all his Intereft to the Elector of 
Saxony, who was likewife fupported by the Emperor. Thefe 
two Parties being thus united into one, were more 
numerous than that of the Prince of Conti; wherefore com- 
ing next Day into the Field, they got the Bifhop of Cujavia, 
after the Primate had refufed it, to proclaim Frederic Auguflus 
of Saxony King of Poland, arid fent Ambafladors to defire 
him to accept of the Crown; he accordingly entered the 
Kingdom with his Forces, and marched direétly to Cracow, 
where he was crowned. ‘The other Party endeavoured how- 
ever to maintain their Election ; but the Prince of Conti, who 
came from Dantzick, finding that he fhould have no more 
Friends in Poland than he purchafed with his Money, and 
that they would continue fo no longer than they were fupplied 
with it, determined to quit his Claim, as he did, and fo left 
the peaceable Poffeffion to King Augu/ius ; who notwithftand- 
ing this was far enough from meeting. with that Duty and 
Refpe& which he hoped for ; fo that new Difturbances were 
on the point of arifing, if they had not been prevented by 
the Wifdom and Moderation of the King. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1700, he had brought Things 
into fome tolerable Degree of Order, and might very pro- 
bably have reigned peaceably enough, in as much as with 
all the great Qualities that could be wifhed for in a Prince, 
he had an Affability and Freedom in his Behaviour that was 
very engaging, and withal an almoft boundlefs Genero- 
fity, which is a Quality much efteemed in all Countries, but 
more efpecially in Poland. I fay notwithftanding what was 
paft, he might have reigned as quietly as any of his Prede- 
cefiors, if he had not a little rafhly embarked himfelf ina 
Quarrel with the Kirg of Sweden in the Manner we have 
already related in fome of our former Articles. ‘This it was 
that gave an Opportunity to that Faétion which had fup- 
ported the Prince of Conti, to make Head again againft the 
King, under a Pretence that he had violated the Laws by 
bringing in his Saxon ‘Troops, and taking other Steps that 
were inconitftent with the Convention into which they had 
entered at the Time of his Election, and which according to 
their Conftitution was to be the fole Rule of his Govern- 
ment. The King of Sweden encouraged this Party, and 
even went fo far as to hint to them that the only Way 
to make themfelves eafy, and gain his Friendfhip, was to 
declare the Thone vacant, and elect a new King, which 

whea 




















Literary and Hiforical REGisTER. 435 


when they faw that Monarch in a Condition to fupport them, 
they made no Scruple of doing, and accordingly they made 
Choice of Staniflaus Leczenfki Palatine of Pe/nania, a young 
Nobleman about the Age of the King of Sweden, who on the 
fourth of Oéober 1735, was crowned at /Varfaw. 

The next Year his Confederate Charles XII. of Sweden, 
entered Saxony, where he reduced King 4ugu/fus to fuch ex- 
treme Diftrefs, that he was glad to make Peace upon fuch 
Terms as were impofed on him by his Enemy, amongft 
which the hardeft was this, that he fhould acknowledge and 
write a Letter to Staniflaus as King of Poland. In the fol- 
lowing Year the lait mentioned Prince was acknowledg- 
ed by all the Powers in Europe ; but the Year following, 
that is, in 1708, the King of Sweden being defeated in the 
famous Battle of Pultewa, it foon became evident that Sta- 
nijlaus would lofe his Kingdom almoft as foon as he was 
railed to it. He bad indeed a Body of Swedijfh Troops about 
him, with which for fome time he endeavoured to maintain 
himfelf in pofleffion ; but at length found he was under a 
Neceffity of quitting his Country, and following the Swedif 
Morarch into Tarfy. In 1709, King Aucu/fus refumed 
the Sovereignty, and before the End of the Year the Swedes 
were obliged to retire abfolutely out of the Kingdom. In 
1710, King Auguffus held a Diet at Warfaw, where he was 
a the Senate and Nobility on his Return, and 
the neceflary Meafures taken to fecure his peaceable Pofleffion 
of the Throne ; but the Meafures which beft fecured him 
were thofe taken by himfelf, by keeping near his Perfon a 
confiderable Body of his faithful Saxons, and acceding to 
the Treaty concluded between the Czar and the Turks, 
which delivered the Poles from the Dangers of a Foreign 
War, tho’ it was far enough from extinguifhing their Do- 
meftic Factions. 

In the Year 1713, there was a Confpiracy formed againft 
the King, but it was happily difcovered and prevented ; he 
thought fit, thereupon after making the necedlary Difpofitions 
for fettling the Affairs of the Kingdom, to retire for fome 
time into Saxony, whence he did not return till the Year 
following, when he found new Stirrings of Jealoufy and 
Difcontent in that Country, with which he was much offend- 
ed; becaufe he had pardoned two of his greateft Enemies, 
remitted a third part of the Taxes granted for the fupport of 
the Army, and had ordered thirteen Regiments of his Ger- 
man Troops to leave the Kingdom. Seme of the difcontented 
Nobility demanded a Diet on Horfeback, which his Majefty 
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refufed to call, becaufe he forefaw it could anfwer no End, 
but that of giving a Rebellion the Colour of a legal Procced- 
ing. ‘There were however fome of the Nobility who a¢tual- 
ly began to mount, and fhewed a Difpofition of holding 
fuch an Affembly without the Royal Licenfe ; but the King 
Seep this, by declaring abfolutely that he would treat as 

ebels fuch as fhould prefume to meet together without 
fuch an Authority as the Conftitution had rendered requifite ; 
and to incline thefe People to hearken more readily to 
Reafon, he recalled his German Troops ; and having alfo 
made Peace with the Turks, he began to enjoy more Quiet 
than he had done from the Time he had firft afcended the 
Throne. 

In theYear 1724 happened the unfortunate Affair of Thorn, 
which had like to have plunged the Republick into a War 
with moft of the Proteftant Powers in Europe. ‘Vhe City 
of Thorn is one of the moft confiderable in that part of 
Prujfia which belongs to Poland, and is generally {peaking 
inhabited by Proteftants; there were howcver fome Papifts, 
and they had invited a few Jefuits thither to educate their 
Children. Some of their Scholars quatrelled with the Townf- 
men, which occafioned a Riot, and the pulling down a part 
of the H. ufe in which the Jefuits lived ; and the Magiftrates 
not interpofing in time, fome other Excefles were committed. 
Upon this a Tribunal was ereéted, compofed of fome Gran- 
dees and Senators of Poland, who aftcr examining into the 
Affair, caufed the chief Magiftrate Mr. Reufncr to be be- 
headed, and fome of the Townfmen to be hanged and their 
Bodies burnt ; they likewife changed the Magiftrates of the 
Town contrary to the Treaty of Oliva, which obliged the 
Crowns of Geat-Britain, Sweden, and Pruffia to interpofe, 
as Guaranties of that Treaty, in favour of the Proteftants ; 
but the Affair being drawn into a Negociation, the bad Effeéts 
that were apprehended from thofe violent Proceedings were 
prevented, though the Proteftants had not that Juftice done 
them, which from the Nature of that Treaty, and the Power 
of thofe Courts which interpofed on their Behalf, they had 
juft Reafon to expe. 

There followed not long after another troublefome Affair, 
which becaufe it may hereafter be revived and create new 
Difputes, it is peidlliey we fhould confider it more at large. 
The Dutchy of Courland, which was antiently a part of Li- 
vonia, was a¥ief of the Crown of Poland, and had been held 
as fuch by the Family of Kether, from the Year 1561. William 
Duke of Courland married, in the Year 1710, the on 
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Ann of Ruffia, Daughter to the Czar ohn, and Neice to 
the Czar Peter, but died without leaving any Children of 
that Marriage: By his Demife the Dutchy defcended to his 
Uncle Ferdinand ; but the Dutchefs Dowager took Poffeffion 
of it by Force, and the Duke was obliged to live at Dant- 
zck in very indifferent Circumftances. ‘The King of Pruffia 
Jalyoured to procure this Country for the Margrave of Bran- 
dexburg Swedt,who offered to pay the Debts with which it was 
charged; but the Grandees of Poland were ftrongiy inclined 
to Ist it remain no longer a feparate Dutchy, but rather to 
unite and incorporate it with the reft of Poland, to be go- 
verncd in the fame Manner as other Parts of the Kingdom. 
The Nobility of Courland, which are very numerous, were ex- 
tremely alarmed at this, and therefore in the Name of DukeFer- 
dinand called a general Diet in order to eleé& a Succeffor, in 
which they chofe Count Maurice of Saxony, the natural Son of 
King Augu/tus, at prefent fo well known to the World by the 
Title of Marfhal Saxe. But Duke Ferdinand having difa- 
vowed the Ediét by which the Affembly was called, and the 
Poles highly refenting this Election, King Augu/tus was forc- 
ed to declare againft his Son. 

This was in the Year 1728, and from that Time Poland 
grew more and more uneafy, from an Apprehenfion that the 
‘King intended to fecure theCrown to the Electoral Prince on his 
Deceafe, which they pretended was a high Violation of their 
Conttitution ; tho’ their Election of this very King rather 
thin a oe Sobiefki was the firft Inftance that ever 
happened in Poland of the King’s Son being fet afide ; their 
Crown, tho’ always elective, having gone in a direct Line 
for eizht hundred Years. King 4ugu/fus laboured all he could 
to fatisfy the Nobility, and to compofe their Differences, but 
to no Purpofe. His Sicknefs hindered him from holding a 
Diet at Grodno for that. Year ; and the next the Factions were 
fo high that no Diet could be held; upon which the King 
retired much diffatisfied to Saxony, and the Lithuanians 
drew up a ftrong Proteft againft his leaving the Kingdom 
without the Confent of the Senate, and feveral other Griev- 
ances. The King called another Diet in 1730, which 
broke up without coming to any Refolution. In 1732, he 
called a third extraordinary Diet at Warfaw with no better 
Effect. He fummoned however another extraordinary Diet 
in the Beginning of 1733, but was prevented from holding it, 
by Death. His Deceafe happened on the 27th of January 
that Year, and left the Affairs of this Country in great Con- 
fufion, 
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It is very well known to ‘the Publick, that the Death of 
King Augufius of Poland gave Rife to the laftWar between the 
Houles of Auffria and Bourbon; but how this came about, 
and what were the Meafures taken by the different Parties 
from the Beginning of that Affair to the End, is not fo gene- 
rally underftood, and yet there is nothing that deferves to be 
better known than the Myftery of this whole Tranfaction. 
‘The late Emperor, Charles the VIth, was very far from being 
fatisfied with the Conduct of King 4ugu/us in the latter Part 
of his Reign, becaufe he fufpected, not without Reafon, that 
he had fome Engagements with the Courts of Frauce and 
Bavaria, not very favourable to the Pragmatick SanSion ; 
for which Reafon the Imperial Intereft was employ’d in Po- 
land rather to traverfe than promote the King’s Views with 
refpect to the Succeffion. But when his Polifo Majefty was 
dead, and the Imperial Court found his Son the prefent King 
very tractable with refpect to it’s faveurable Point, the 
Pragmatick Sanction ; this gave a new Turn to the Counfels 
of the Court of Vienna, and engaged them to favour that 
Meafure which they had hitherto impeded. On the other 
Hand, France from firft to laft openly fupported the Intereft 
of King Staniflaus, whofe Hiltory, from the Time of his be- 
ing driven out of Poland, is, in few Words, this. His gene- 
rous Friend the King of Sweden affigned him his paternal In- 
heritance the little Dutchy of Deux Ponts for his Subfiftance, 
which he held fo long as that Prince lived, but upon his 
Demife the next Heir took Pofleflion, and King Staniflaus 
was forced to retire to Straf/lurgh, where he lived on the 
Bounty as well as under the Protection of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, who in the Year 1725 married the Princefs Mary 
his Daughter; which confequently interefted France. ex- 
treamly in his Favour. His great Alliances, his many Virtues, 
and his being freer from Vices than almoft any Prince of his 
Time, had preferved him many Friends in Poland ; fo that 
it was no difficult Matter for the Marquefs De Monti, che 
French Ambafiador in Poland at the Death of King Augu/tus, 
in Conjunétion with the Primate, to form a great Faction in 
his Favour. 

But the Electoral Prince of Saxozy being fupported by the 
Courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh, a double Election en- 
fued. King Staniflaus, who pafied into that Country. imme- 
diately after the Throne became vacant, went to /Var/faw, 
where he was received and treated as King, but was very 
foon after driven out again by the Ruffian Army command- 
ed by Count Munich, and obliged to retire to a. in 
which 
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which he fuftained a long Siege, ran great Hazards, fuffered 
many Hardfhips, and at lait with infinite Difficulty made 
his Efcape to Konigeforg, where he was protected by the 
late King of Pruffia. In the mean Time the Crowns of 
France and Spain broke with the Emperor, upon Pretence 
of this Difpute, and of his having fupported King Augu/fus II. 
and carried on the War with great Vigor in Germany and 
Jtaly ; till at laft having carried their Point, and forced the Em- 
peror toa Peace, all the Care that was taker of King Staniflaus 
was, that he fhould enjoy the Title of King of Poland and 
the Dutchy of Lorrain tor Life, and on the other Hand France 
and Spain acknowledged King Augu/us. 

It was very clear from their whole Managment of this 
Affair, that the Court cf Verfailles was never in earneft in 
the fupport of Staniflaus’s Title to this Crown ; but made 
ufe of it only as aColour, firft of engaging in a War againft 
the Houfe of Auffria, and next for obtaining an immediate 
Poffeffion of Lorrain under his Name, which otherwife they 
could never have gained. After this Peace was thus conclud- 
ed there broke out a War between the late Emperor, affift- 
ed by the late Czarina, againft the Turks, in which, not- 
withitanding the Share thofe two Powers had in raifing him 
to the Throne, King /ugu/fus took no part ; and indeed the 
miferable Condition his Kingdom was in from a fhort but 
fevere Civil War, might very reafonably excufe it. He has 
ever fince continued in the peaceable Poffeflion of his Domi- 
nions, and the Poles have had nothing to difturb them but 
Broils and Difputes among their great Families, from which 
they never were, nor indecd are ever like to be free ; fince 
from a miftaken Notion of Liberty, they look upon the un- 
bounded Power of their Nobility as the moft valuable Part 
of their Conftitution, and thereby fuffer themfelves to be 
cheated by the Sound of Freedom out of the Thing it- 
felf. - 
Frederick Auguftus III, King of Poland, Ele&tor of Saxony, 
was elected to the firft of thofe Dignities September 23, 17335 
in the forty-feventh Year of his Age. He had long before 
efpoufed his prefent Queen Maria-Fofepha of the Houfe of 
Aufiria, Daughter to the late Emperor Fofeph, which at- 
tached the Court of Vienna fo clofely to his Interefts, as to 
make great Conceffions in the beforementioned Treaty in 
1736, for the fake of procuring his Election to be ac- 
knowledged by thofe who had difputed it. Yet on the break- 
ing out of the prefent War on the Score of the late Empe- 
ror’s Succeffion, he was fo far fram making ufe of the Difpo- 
fition 
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fition of the Poles to affift the Queen of Hungary, that he enter- 
ed into the Views of the Houfe of Bavaria, and, as Ele&or of 
Saxony, marched a Body of Troops into Behemia in Conjun&i- 
on with the French and Pruffians as Auxiliaries of the Emperor 
Charles VII. But after the Treaty of Breflau, he went over 
owe to the 4u/frian Intereft, and 4 an Alliance concluded at 

arfaw, undertook to fend a Body of Forces into Bohemia 
for the Service of the Queen of Hungary. He likewife en- 
deavoured to draw the Republick into an Augmen’ation of 
its Troops, to give Weight to the fame Caufe ; but by an 
unforefeen Accident the Diet fell into great Confufion, and 
rofe without coming to any Refolution. The King of 
Prufia (who has always had both good Intelligence and 
= Influence in Poland) not fatisfied with defeating his 

iews in that Country, attacked him in his Herevitary Do- 
minions laft Winter, made himfelf Mafter of Drefden, and 
forced him to a Peace on his own Terms, fince which his Con- 
duct has been very different from what it was before. He 
propofes to hold a Diet this Year for regulating Affairs in his 
regal Dominions ; and to make every thing there as eafy as is 
poffible, we. are told he has dropt his Defign of augmenting the 
Crown Army.. The Poles, fince his Acceffion, have given 
him (as they do all their Kings) Reafons enough to be dif- 
pleafed, and yet they never had a Monarch of whofe Ambi- 
tion they. had lefs Caufe to be afraid, or who has left the 
Adminiftration of Affairs more to the Senate and Grandees, 
who therefore profefs towards hima great deal of Loyalty 
and Affedction. 


The END of Number XL 








